
  
  
  
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE                 
  
San  Manuel  Indian  Reservation  (Near  Highland,  Calif.)  –  March  14,  2020  
“The  San  Manuel  Band  of  Mission  Indians  wholeheartedly  stand  with  all  of  those  directly  and  
indirectly  affected  by  Coronavirus  (COVID-­‐19),  as  countries  and  communities  face  
unprecedented  challenges  and  difficult  decisions.  San  Manuel  Casino  has  been  closely  following  
the  news  of  Coronavirus  as  reported  by  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention  (CDC),  
the  World  Health  Organization  (WHO)  and  our  local  public  health  agencies.  The  health  and  
safety  of  our  guests,  team  members,  and  Tribal  Citizens  is  our  highest  priority.  We  have  
volunteered  to  temporarily  suspend  casino  operations  effective  at  5pm  on  Sunday,  March  15th    
through  the  end  of  the  month.  In  consultation  with  the  State  of  California  and  in  consideration  
of  the  Governor’s  guidance  on  large  gatherings,  we  feel  this  is  the  best  course  of  action  for  our  
community.    
  
Throughout  this  closure,  we  will  continue  to  keep  the  public  updated  should  we  decide  to  open  
sooner  or  need  to  extend  the  closure.    
  
During  this  closure  all  team  members  will  continue  to  be  paid  and  receive  benefits.    
  
As  we  navigate  this  uncertain  period,  we  will  continue  to  solicit  guidance  from  the  CDC,  San  
Bernardino  County  Public  Health  Department  and  other  relevant  authorities.  We  want  to  thank  
our  team  members,  guests,  and  partners  for  their  patience  during  this  time.”  
  
San  Manuel  Band  of  Mission  Indians    
Business  Committee  
  
About  the  San  Manuel  Band  of  Mission  Indians    
The  San  Manuel  Band  of  Mission  Indians  is  a  federally-­‐recognized  Indian  tribe  located  on  the  
San  Manuel  Indian  Reservation  near  Highland,  California.  San  Manuel  exercises  its  inherent  
sovereign  right  of  self-­‐governance  and  provides  essential  services  for  its  citizens  by  building  
infrastructure,  maintaining  civil  services,  and  promoting  social,  economic  and  cultural  
development.  As  descendants  of  the  indigenous  people  of  the  San  Bernardino  highlands,  
passes,  valleys,  mountains  and  high  deserts,  the  Serrano  people  of  San  Manuel  have  called  this  
area  home  since  time  immemorial  and  are  committed  to  remaining  a  productive  partner  in  the  
San  Bernardino  region.  
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Kenneth  Shoji,  Office  of  Public  Affairs  
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