
 
 

 
 
 

   
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 
 

San Manuel Band of Mission Indians endorses 
James Ramos for California Assembly 

 
SAN MANUEL INDIAN RESERVATION, Calif. (March 15, 2018) – The San Manuel Band 
of Mission Indians today announced its full support and endorsement of the Tribe’s former tribal 
chairman James Ramos in his bid for the 40th Assembly District.  If elected, Ramos would be the 
first Native American from a California Indian tribe elected to the State Legislature. 

Ramos will focus his campaign on economic development, education and public safety -- issues 
critical to the residents in the 40th Assembly District, which includes the cities of Highland, 
Loma Linda, Redlands and San Bernardino, as well as most of Rancho Cucamonga and 
unincorporated areas of San Bernardino County.  

Ramos, a Democrat, is in his second term serving the County’s Third District on the San 
Bernardino County Board of Supervisors.  A community leader and business owner, Ramos is 
also a tribal cultural leader who maintains close ties and commitments to the Serrano tribal 
culture.  James served two terms as San Manuel tribal chairman from 2008 to 2012. 
 
Ramos holds leadership roles with several local, county and state organizations, including the 
Inland Valley Development Agency, the San Bernardino County Transportation Authority, the  
Con Fire Agency, the Local Agency Formation Commission, the California State Association of 
Counties, the National Association of Counties, Omnitrans, and the Native American Heritage 
Commission.  
 
 
About the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 
The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians is a federally recognized American Indian tribe located 
near the city of Highland, California. The Serrano Indians are the indigenous people of the San 
Bernardino highlands, passes, valleys, mountains and high deserts who share a common 
language and culture. The San Manuel reservation was established in 1891 and recognized as a 
sovereign nation with the right of self-government. Like other governments, the tribe seeks to 
provide a better quality of life for its citizens by building infrastructure, maintaining civil 
services and promoting social, economic and cultural development.  
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